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Hotel Sustainability Basics

Pros

Cons

Simple and Accessible
Sustainability Basics certification provides a straightforward and
accessible entry point for hotels looking to demonstrate their
commitment to sustainability.

Limited Recognition
Sustainability Basics certification may not be widely recognized
or provide a significant competitive advantage compared to more
established certifications.

Foundation for Improvement
It establishes a foundation for implementing basic sustainable
practices and can serve as a steppingstone towards more
advanced certifications.

Basic Scope
It focuses on fundamental sustainability principles and may
not cover more specific or advanced aspects of
sustainable hotel operations.

Cost-effective
Sustainability Basics certification is often more affordable
compared to other comprehensive certifications, making
it suitable for smaller hotels with limited resources.

Potential for Limited Guidance
The certification may lack detailed guidance on implementation
and improvement strategies, requiring additional
research and resources.

Green Globe

Pros

Cons

Global Recognition

Green Globe is a widely recognized and respected international
certification program for sustainable tourism and hospitality.

Cost and Effort
Green Globe certification requires substantial effort, time,
and financial investment due to its comprehensive criteria
and rigorous auditing process.

Comprehensive Criteria
It covers a broad range of sustainability aspects, including
environmental, social, and economic factors, providing a
holistic approach to sustainability.

Limited Flexibility
The certification may have specific requirements that might
not align perfectly with a hotel's unique circumstances,
potentially limiting flexibility in implementation.

Market Differentiation
Green Globe certification enhances a hotel's reputation and
visibility, appealing to environmentally conscious travelers
and attracting a niche market segment.

Complex Documentation
The documentation and reporting requirements can be
demanding, necessitating dedicated resources for data
collection and verification.

Green Key

Pros

Cons

Established Program
Green Key is a well-established and recognized certification
program for sustainable practices in the hospitality industry.

Limited Scope
Green Key certification primarily focuses on environmental
aspects, potentially overlooking other important sustainability
dimensions such as social responsibility or community engagement.

Focus on Environmental Performance
It specifically emphasizes environmental performance, including
energy and water conservation, waste management,
and sustainable procurement.

Variation in Criteria
The certification criteria can vary by country or region,
leading to inconsistent standards and challenges for
multi-national hotel chains.

Cost Savings
Implementing Green Key practices often leads to operational
cost savings through improved efficiency and resource
management.

Moderate Market Recognition
While Green Key has gained recognition in certain regions,
its market recognition and awareness may vary in
different parts of the world.
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1SO 14001

Pros

Cons

International Recognition
I1ISO 14001 is a globally recognized certification applicable to
various industries, providing credibility and trust
among stakeholders.

Broad Focus
I1SO 14001 covers a wide range of environmental management
aspects, which may not provide specific guidance or benchmarks
for the unique sustainability challenges of the hotel industry.

Comprehensive Environmental Management System
1SO 14001 offers a framework for hotels to establish and
maintain effective environmental management practices,

covering various sustainability aspects.

Self-Assessment
The certification relies on self-assessment and self-reporting,
which may lead to inconsistencies or inaccuracies in
measuring performance.

Tailored Approach
ISO 14001 allows hotels to customize their sustainability
efforts to their specific needs and circumstances.

Limited Communication of Sustainability Achievements
ISO 14001 certification may not directly communicate a
hotel's sustainability achievements to consumers or the public.

LEED

Pros

Cons

Comprehensive Sustainability Standards
LEED certification for hotels covers a wide range of sustainability
aspects, including energy efficiency, water conservation,
indoor air quality, waste management, and materials selection.

Higher Cost and Documentation
The certification process can be time-consuming and costly
due to detailed documentation and verification requirements.

Market Recognition
LEED certification provides market differentiation and
recognition for hotels committed to sustainable practices,
attracting environmentally conscious guests and investors.

Primarily New Construction Focus
LEED certification is often associated with new hotel construction
and may have less emphasis on existing hotel buildings.

Guest Experience
LEED promotes occupant health and comfort,
creating a positive experience for hotel guests.

LEED O+M

Pros

Cons

Focus on Existing Buildings
LEED O+M specifically addresses sustainable operations and maintenance
for existing hotels, offering a pathway for continuous improvement
and reducing the environmental impact of ongoing hotel operations.

Limited Scope
LEED O+M primarily focuses on operational sustainability,
which may not cover all aspects of hotel sustainability, such as
social responsibility initiatives or community engagement.

Energy and Water Efficiency
LEED O+M emphasizes energy and water efficiency
measures, helping hotels optimize resource usage and
reduce operational costs.

Documentation and Reporting
The certification process requires detailed documentation and
reporting, which may require additional time and resources.

Improved Guest Satisfaction
Implementing sustainable practices through
LEED O+M can enhance guest satisfaction and loyalty.
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